Working at height assessment

Hazards

· Falls of persons off the edge of the structure or through fragile materials.

Risk ratings: Without controls – High, With controls - Low


· Falling materials.

Risk ratings: Without controls – High, With controls - Low

Harm

· Significant injuries or fatalities from falls of persons.

· Significant injuries from falling materials.

Persons in danger

· Workers undertaking the work.

· Workers below the area.

· Persons passing the site location, eg members of the public.

Number of persons in danger


__________

Controls

· Safe means of access to the work location should be provided using ladders, scaffolding, mobile elevated work platforms or mobile tower scaffolds.

· Personal supervision equipment should be provided if there is no working platform.

· Signs ("Men working overhead") must be placed around the area.

· The area below the work should be fenced off.

· Edge protection should be erected at all openings or edges where falls of two metres or more can occur.

· Where edge protection is removed for access of personnel or materials, and where it is not practicable to provide edge protection, safety lines and harnesses should be worn and suitable anchorages provided of a permanent or temporary nature.

· Redundant materials and debris must not be thrown off the roof (bombing) — a debris chute should be used or materials and debris lowered in suitable containers.

· The fall of debris should be prevented by the use of debris netting, brick guards and fans.

· All workers must wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE).

Personal protective equipment

Workers should be provided with safety helmets and safety footwear; this footwear must have good grip.

Additional assessments

PPE.

Method statement required?

Yes    No


Is the task adequately controlled?
Yes    No


Specific legislation

Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1992 (SI 1992 No. 2051) (MHSWR).

Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 1994 (SI 1994 No. 3140) (CDM Regulations).

Lifting Operations and Lifting Equipment Regulations 1998 (SI 1998 No. 2307).

Construction (Health, Safety and Welfare) Regulations 1996 (SI 1996 No. 1592) (C(HSW)R).

Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations 1998 (SI 1998 No. 2306) (PUWER).

Personal Protective Equipment at Work Regulations 1992 (SI 1992 No. 2966).

HSE and other guidance

HS(G)33 Safety and roof work.

BS 1129 Timber ladders, steps, trestles and lightweight stagings.

Information, instruction and training

· All personnel on site should be made aware of the safe systems of work.

· Supervisors should ensure that access equipment and scaffolds are inspected daily, and that workers understand that they must not use them until after inspection.

· Workers and supervisors should be trained in the use of harnesses and lines; supervisors in particular should understand how the harnesses are to be used and also the inspection regime to ensure that equipment is maintained in good condition prior to and during use.

· Supervisors should be trained in the inspection of any scaffolds or other access equipment in use.

· Supervisors should have a thorough understanding of the reporting required in relation to scaffolding and access equipment.

Emergency procedures

· Site emergency procedures should make provision for the rescue of individuals from heights.

· First-aid facilities should be available to cope with any significant injuries which may arise from the work.

Monitoring procedures

· Supervisors should ensure that checks are carried out in relation to scaffolds, mobile elevated work platforms, towers or other fall arrest equipment, eg harnesses, lines and inertia reel blocks.

· Work should be monitored to ensure that any additional precautions or equipment required are provided.

· If additional equipment is provided an extension to this assessment may be required.

