
The Highland Council 

Committee: City of Inverness Area 

Date: 19 August 2024 

Report Title: Petition for speed limit change on A833 

Report By: Assistant Chief Executive - Place 

1 Purpose/Executive Summary 

1.1 This report provides details of a petition submitted by Robrae Ltd, represented by 
Kenny Spink of Spink Architectural Design Ltd requesting that the Highland Council re-
classify the section of the A833 road stretching south from Belladrum to the Convinth 
junction from national speed limit to 40mph. 

1.2 The petition has been considered by the local community and has a total number of 
signatories of 164.  The petition has been accepted by Highland Council and will be 
presented to the City of Inverness Area Committee for review and permission for 
further analysis.  The submitted petition is attached within Appendix 1. 

2 Recommendations 

2.1 Members are asked to note the contents of the petition and this report and consider 
granting approval for officials to carry out a review and analysis of the relevant section 
of road with a view to considering implementation of an appropriate speed limit over an 
appropriate length of the A833.  All in accordance with relevant criteria for setting local 
speed limits with any proposed implementation of speed limits following relevant 
procedure in terms of consultation advertising etc. 

3 Implications 

3.1 Resource – Budget implications in regard to research, analysis, consultation 
advertising.  The cost of associated signage over what amounts to a significant length 
of the A833 (5.5km – 7km) together with the requirement for signage on adjoining road 
and associated repeater signage will be considerable.  The estimated cost, at current 
rates, is approximately £20,000.  Unless an alternative road safety source for funding is 
forthcoming these costs will require to be met from the road area maintenance revenue 
budget. 

3.2 Legal – Highland Council will adhere to relevant legal requirements for the use of Road 
Traffic Regulation Orders, including the preparation of Permanent Road Traffic 
Regulation Orders.  There will be a cost associated with promoting and implementing 
any Road Traffic Regulation Order. 
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3.3 Community (Equality, Poverty, Rural and Island) – There are no direct equality, 
poverty, rural or island implications arising from this report. 
 

3.4 Climate Change / Carbon Clever – Reduced traffic speed limit can have a positive 
effect on the environment which in turn can lead to a reduction in emissions. 
 

3.5 Risk – A lower speed limit if appropriate has the potential to reduce the risk of 
collisions. 
 

3.6 Health and Safety (risks arising from changes to plant, equipment, process, or 
people) – Mitigation of risk on correct implementation of appropriate speed limits 
 

3.7 Gaelic – This report has no impact on Gaelic considerations 

4 General Information  

4.1 The petition requests a reduced speed limit of 40mph between Belladrum North 
junction and the Convinth Junction an overall distance of approximately 5.5km.  
 

4.2 In terms of reported injury collisions, the 5-year collision data plot indicates one 
accident at the Foxhole junction which in terms of severity has been designated slight. 
 

4.3 The A833 is an upper tier key strategic link route and an implemented 40mph limit over 
a very significant length such as this could be potentially significantly restrictive in 
terms of effective usage and journey times.  
 

4.4 Initial speed analysis info would appear to indicate current average speeds more in 
accordance with an implemented 50mph limit rather than 40mph.  This could also 
potentially be the case in terms of overall alignment and junction spacing.  It should 
also be noted that altering a limit to a figure significantly below average speeds will 
result in poor compliance which is further exacerbated if the overall limit is over a 
considerable distance as would be the case here.  Inappropriate low speed limits can 
increase the risk of collisions due to driver frustration and poor compliance.  If, as a 
result of further analysis, a 50mph limit was deemed appropriate, then there may be 
merit in extending this northwards to the main A862 junction at Brochies Corner and 
would include the junctions in the vicinity of the Beaufort Castle access (where visibility 
is poor and approach speed are often high).  The overall length if this were the case 
would be to extend the length of the speed restriction from 5.5km to 7km.  A plan 
indicating the extent of the A833, which may be the subject of review and analysis, 
subject to approval by the Members, is attached in Appendix 2 of this report. 
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PETITION SUBMISSION FORM 

Title of the Petition: 

Petition for Change of Speed Limit on the A833 between Belladrum and 
Glenview Chalet Park 

Name of the Principal Petitioner: Please enter the name of the person who is organising the 

petition, and the name of any organisation you represent (if applicable). 

Roebrae Limited, represented by Kenny Spink of Spink Architectural Design Ltd, 
and on behalf of the community of Kiltarlity and it's surroundings 

Contact Address to which all communication should be sent- please include a telephone 

number and email address if available so that we can contact you with any queries. 

Please send all correspondence to: 

Kenny Spink 
SP+NK 
The Cottage 
Househill 
Nairn, IV12 SRY

e: kenny@spink.design, t: 07488 939009 

Petition Statement - Please state (in no more than 2S0 words) what action the Petitioner 

wishes the Council to take. If you prefer, you can attach this as a typed sheet to this form. 

Please refer to document 42149 A833 Kiltarlity, appended hereto 
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Appendix 2 

Plan (Indicative) in relation to the Petition for Speed Limit Change on A833 and showing the 
section of road (highlighted in orange) subject to potential speed limit review 
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